About Taxes
Have You Paid Your 2016 Property Taxes and Claimed Your
Home Owner Grant?
Property taxes and Home Owner Grants are now past due and a
5% penalty has now been applied to outstanding taxes including
unclaimed Home Owner Grants. To avoid an additional 5%
penalty, all outstanding amounts must be paid before midnight
on September 2nd.

Metrotown Development Plan Update
We welcome your input!
The Metrotown Development Plan update
community planning process is underway. The
Plan update provides an opportunity to create
a true downtown for Burnaby; one that enables
the highest order of land use and development
supported by social, recreation, entertainment,
and cultural amenities important to all of
Burnaby’s residents, businesses, and employees.
The City is seeking your feedback on the
preliminary vision, principles, and land use
framework for the Plan, as a part of the first
phase of the public input process, until
August 31, 2016. Over the summer, City staff
will continue to be out in the community
at various civic events and are available to
meet directly with community groups and
interested parties to discuss the Plan update.
The feedback provided during this first phase
will be considered in the development of the
draft Metrotown Development Plan in the fall
of 2016. Further public input will be requested
once the draft Metrotown Development Plan
has been developed and before the Plan is
brought to Council for final adoption towards
the end of the year.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
If you have any questions, would like more
information, or would like to set up a group
meeting, please contact the Planning and Building
Department at:
Address: Planning Department, City Hall
		 4949 Canada Way
		 Burnaby BC V5G 1M2
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Online:
Facebook:
Twitter:

LEARN MORE ON-LINE!
Please visit www.burnaby.ca/metrotownplan
to access the most up-to-date information
on the Plan update and to obtain further
information on the public input process.
PLEASE FILL OUT A SURVEY!
We encourage you to submit your survey
and written comments as part of the first
phase of public input before August 31, 2016.
The survey is available at www.burnaby.ca/
metrotownplan. Written submissions can be
provided in-person or by mail, fax, email, or online.

604-294-7061
604-294-7220
metrotownplan@burnaby.ca
www.burnaby.ca/metrotownplan
www.facebook.com/cityofburnaby
www.twitter.com/cityofburnaby

PRELIMINARY VISION
To establish an exciting, inclusive, and
sustainable downtown for Burnaby; one
comprised of well-connected neighbourhoods
that provide a sense of place and community
identity; provide major office, business,
tourism and employment opportunities;
provide a variety of housing choices; provide
civic, recreational, and cultural amenities and
facilities that serve the needs of the Metrotown
community and Burnaby as a whole; is
supported by a comprehensive transportation
network that promotes a more walkable,
healthier, and active community; and provide a
high quality public realm that evokes a sense of
beauty, creativity, excitement and vibrancy.
PRELIMINARY PRINCIPLES
#1 - Metrotown is Burnaby’s downtown
#2 - Metrotown is an exciting downtown
#3 - Metrotown is an inclusive downtown
#4 - Metrotown is a sustainable downtown

Planning a summer road trip?
Watch out for Emergency Vehicles
Summer is great time for a road trip. Remember these
rules of the road: emergency vehicles displaying
flashing lights and sirens always have the right-of-way.
All traffic moving in both directions must stop.
ON A MULTI-LANE HIGHWAY
• slow down, signal and move to the right
• stop when safe to do so
• don't move onto the shoulder
ON A TWO-LANE ROAD
• signal and move to the right
• be clear of any intersection and stop
IN AN INTERSECTION
• all traffic must yield to emergency vehicles
• don't block the intersection
• if an emergency vehicle is behind you, don't turn
left - go straight through the intersection, then pull
to the right and stop

APPROACHING A STOPPED EMERGENCY
VEHICLE
"Slow Down, Move Over": all traffic must
slow down and leave lots of room when
passing stopped vehicles with flashing
lights.
TIPS
• avoid distractions
• keep volume down in your vehicle
• use your signals to alert other drivers you
intend to pull over
• don't drive on or block the shoulder on
freeways
• when the emergency vehicle has passed,
check to make sure the way is clear and
signal before merging back into traffic
For more information, see www.icbc.com/
driver-licensing .

You can still claim your Home Owner Grant even if you cannot
make a payment. Claiming your grant now will avoid further
penalty on the portion of taxes that are covered by the Home
Owner Grant. To save time, you can complete your grant
application online at www.burnaby.ca/hog.
Pre-Authorized Debit Plan
Did you know you can prepay your 2017 property taxes and earn
interest at the same time? The Pre-Authorized Debit plan consists
of 10 equal payments starting August 1, 2016 and ending May
1, 2017. Owners are responsible for paying any balance owing
and claiming the Home Owner Grant, (if eligible), before the tax
due date each year. Applications are available at the Tax Office or
online at www.burnaby.ca.
BC Assessment is responsible for determining the assessment
value of all properties in BC and these values are used to calculate
your property taxes. BC Assessment mails all property owners
an assessment notice at the end of December each year. If your
assessment increases significantly it will affect the amount of
property tax you pay. If you do not agree with your assessment
value, you must file an appeal with BC Assessment before the end
of January the following year.
Online Tax Payments
The Tax Office would like to remind all residents that they can pay
their taxes and claim their Home Owner Grants online. Property
taxes can be paid through your banking website and your home
owner grant can be claimed online at www.burnaby.ca/hog.
Online payments and Home Owner Grants are the fastest and
most efficient method of paying your taxes and claiming your
Home Owner Grant.
For more information, visit www.burnaby.ca or call the Tax Office
at 604-294-7350.

Human Library for Access Awareness Day
Burnaby’s Access Advisory Committee celebrated Access
Awareness Day at Edmonds Community School. Access
Awareness Day is an annual campaign across British Columbia
to raise awareness about disability, accessibility and inclusion. It
is celebrated every year in early June. Two Committee members
volunteered to be “human books” for a Human Library event with
grades 6 and 7 students. During the event, they shared personal
stories with the students about living with a disability.
The Human Library movement was started with a group of Danish
youth as a way to challenge stereotypes and mobilize their
peers against violence. Today, Human Library events are held all
over the world, challenging prejudices and facilitating greater
understanding of people’s personal experiences in the world. For
more information visit www.humanlibrary.org.

